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EXECUTIVE

President: Doug Perdue 250-747-1695

Vice-president: Richard Wright 250-994-3340

Secretary: Grant Johannessen 250-992-1296

Treasurer: Tony Bensted 250-992-5958

OTHER DIRECTORS: LanaFox, Robert Grady, Andy
Motherwell, Dave Jorgensen, Rick Galbraith, Jim Gordline,
Larry Gardner, Dianne Dagneau.

CONTACT INFORMATION: The Friends of
Barkerville-Cariboo Goldfields Historical Society (commonly
abbreviated to FOB) hasits registered mailing address as P.O.
Box 4152, Quesnel, B.C.V2J 3J2. FOB staff isinthe
Barkerville Hotel (mid-May to end-September), phone 250-
994-3360. In the off season, contact any executive director.
Our e-mail addressis: friendsofbarkerville@barkerville.ca.
Our web site is: www.barkerville.bc.ca

MEMBERSHIP: A FOB membership application isinvited
from anyone wishing to share our enthusiasm for preserving,
presenting and promoting knowledge, events and memorabilia
of the original Cariboo Gold Rush and its hub city,
Barkerville. Membership gives the member (i) avoice and a
vote at the Annual General Meeting, (ii) opportunitiesto
attend executive meetings, (iii) the right to run for office, (iv)
discounts at associated historical attractions and businesses.
DIRECTORS MEETINGS: Most of our regular meetings
are scheduled for the first Thursday of each month at
@5:30pm in Quesnel. There will be a couple of meetings a
year in Barkerville.

MERCHANDISE: The Friends of Barkerville offer
souvenirs, gifts, historical books and memorabilia for sale
from the Barkerville Hotel during the Town's open season and
Christmas weekend.

THE NEWSLETTER is FOB's medium for presenting the
society's mandatory publications and general newsto
members. It is published three times a year, exclusively to
FOB members and free of charge. It isinternet published on

EDITOR’S CORNER

December already
and it seemsthe
summer season in
Barkerville has just
ended —don’t know
wherethetimeis
going but it isgoing fast. It was agreat
weekend in Barkervilleand | put it all down to
the mild weather. | don’t blame folks for not
wanting to walk around in freezing cold
temperatures, as we have had for the last few
years over the Barkerville Victorian Christmas
weekend. But it showed in visitors this year.
There never seems to be a dull moment in the
townsite. While we were there setting up for
the Christmas event there were surveyors
doing a complete survey of thetown. The
restoration carpentry class was busy working
on preparations for another house move, aso.
Thanks to Tony Bensted and Jim Gorsline for
helping Lanaand | set up the hotel. Thanks
also goesto Lana Fox and Grant Johannessen
who also volunteered along with myself to
have the Hotel open for visitors during the
Victorian Christmas Celebration.

Congratulationsto Mike Almgren of Terrace,
BC —winner of the gold nugget from our Mine
Share Certificate donation program. Thanks
goesto Pete Wright of Devlin’s Bench Mining
Ltd for donating the gold nugget —worth
approximately $175.00!

the FOB webpage, or is mailed to members without
computers. The Editor is Cathy Eisma. Inquiries, letters and
contributions can be sent directly to her at
ceisma@goldcity.net, phone 250-994-3283, or can be
submitted to The Editor, c/o FOB. (See Contact Information)
CREDITS: All material in THE NEWSLETTER is
copyrighted by FOB and the contributor in common, unless
otherwise noted. The contributor is the editor, unless
otherwise noted. The front cover illustration is by Diana
Gauthier. The Friends of Barkerville and the editor especialy,
isaways looking for help. The organization isinvolved with
restoration and maintenance of artifacts, buildings,
machinery, work, publications, and archival work, supporting
town activities, fostering growth, and offering volunteer
assistance at many events. The newsletter needs society news
and wishes to give our reader’ sinteresting stories along with it.
Thank you.

Welcometo Matthias Koch - a new
Corporate Services Manager who hasjoined
the Barkerville Management Team.



BARKERVILLE CEMETERY

CLEAN UP by Lana Fox We would like to thank everyone who has
generously put donationsinto the boxes. This
If you happened to be strolling money goesinto afund which in turn is used for
through the old section of the the care and maintenance of this beautiful old
Barkerville cemetery this cemetery. More work will need to be done yet
summer, you may have noticed on some of the headstones and headboards along
atwo person crew fixing the with general care.

fence which was falling over,
cutting and removing weeds
which have been thriving
covering up most of the
gravesites and making
walkways treacherous. The walkways now have gravel
in place. Unfortunately the old section seems to have an on-
going issue with sippage due to underground seepage. A few
years back the Friends donated money to help fix the problem

Photos by Lana Fox
On another note, thank you to all who have
recently joined or renewed their membership.
Through your support the Friends can help
Barkerville Heritage Trust with extra projects
like this one that needed doing.
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which so far seems to be working by putting rip rap down to FG3_ Trails Report — By
help stabilize the bank. The remaining frontage also has been Robi n Grady
slipping but not as bad as the section that was fixed. The
; r 3 The Directors voted not approve
o d the Trails Maintenance
: Agreement that was proposed by
the Ministry of Tourism, Sports
and the Arts. It was felt that the
current language of the contract
wording was something that the
directors were not comfortable
with. The Ministry (whatever department of
government of the day) apparently isin the
process of re-writing this blanket contract and
the wording may be something we could approve
of in the future. The Friends would still be an
advocate for the Historic Trailsin the area and

fence near the old gate entrance has been slowly falling over will continue to sign and do some basic
towards the road and was in bad need of repair. A contract was maintenance as time and volunteers allow.

put together by the curator under Barkerville Heritage Trust We are currently following up, and connecting
and bid out. The Friends of Barkerville donated nearly half of together another old trail inthe Mt. Agnes area,
the monies towards this project. The cemetery needs constant we had seen parts of thistrail winding up the
care and anyone who would like to volunteer their timeis ridge above Groundhog L ake and always

more than welcome. We do ask that you first get in touch wondered where it was headed or where it had
with the Friends or with the curator beforehand so that you come from. The ATV ruts have destroyed most
will be aware of what the do’s and don’ts are. of the trail on the ridge but that is another story.



Thinking the area was too dry and rocky for animal grazing
we ruled out a cattle trail until we discovered a small

pond with some large meadows suitable for cattle grazing.
Next summer after the snows have melted we need to check if
thisis where the trail ends, if so we will then know that the
areawas most likely used for grazing. If it continues down
into the valley, it may have been another access to the
Goldfields.

Curatorial Report —By
Bill Quackenbush
During the summer of 2010,
not all was meet ‘n’ greet,
serious research also formed
part of our work. Mike
Will, an archaeol ogist who
has worked on many
projects for Barkerville, was
conducting research on the Chinese Garden area of

Barkerville. Thisisthe seventh such project on the garden

area and produced some of the most interesting results. Mike

also functioned as the interpreter for that area.

Mike has carried out many as-found drawings of the buildings for
Barkerville, conducted research on our bottle collection, produced
Statements of Significance for most of the historic buildings, and
carried out archaeological survey work throughout the region, both
as part of Dr. Ying-Ying Chen’s research on the Chinese in 1993,
but also as a contractor surveying woodlot cut block surveying
over the years. Mikeisalso an expert on several historically
produced items, such as thimbles and bottles and has conducted
research in Dawson City, as well ason the fur trade. In his spare
time he has been known to do things such as build scale models of
the Kettle Valley rail trestlesin his basement and had along stint
in the construction of scale models for an architectural firm.

Along with the over 2000 artifacts recovered from the Garden
area, two major features were uncovered thisyear —a
previously unknown building and a water cistern. Artifacts
recovered consist mostly of broken pieces of glass (target
practice on bottles has been recorded historically in the area),
but afull range of commonly found artifacts were recovered.
It appears that the greater number of artifacts were the result
of concentrations of garbage associated with the evidence of
the building that was uncovered. We did not learn much about
the building, other than we were unable to find photographic
evidence of its existence and that the associated artifacts
appear to put its occupation date to the 19" century. However,
the rock cistern, which was very close to the excavated area,
only came to light with the clearing away of plants. The
cistern istelling both in how the garden was managed, but also
of the way in which it was channeled for use in the Chinatown
region. We suspect that small channels lead off the main
water gathering area to feed areas of the garden, but also
gathered the water for general use. We have also found that
the terraces were not as wide as previously thought due to soil
slump. Further investigation is warranted, but it is suggested

that some aspects of the use of the hillsides

around Barkerville are not as

clear cut as we would like to think and that certain
aspects of the history can only be recovered through
this type of research.

These exciting turn of events have made me
reconsider moving the Archaeology project to
Richfield — the intent of such a move would be to
investigate a historically recorded residence area near
the Court House, asiit is suspected that we can obtain
more clear definition of the general domestic artifacts
used in the region in the 19™ century.

It isthrough such research that we obtain a better
definition of what the artifacts looked like at specific
dates. Without photographs or catal ogues that
specify exactly what was brought here, the time
period between 1860 and 1890 (before catal ogues
become more available and interior photographs were
taken), we have to make educated guesses as to how
to dressthe exhibits for those time period exhibits. It
was the time of the greatest changes in material
culture the world has ever seen, asindustrial
standardization occurred on a major scale, moving
away from hand production. We are beginning to
build a profile of the artifacts for that time period that
has never previously been identified for thisregion.

Early Christmas Present for Barkerville

Donna Barnett, our North Cariboo MLA
arrived in Barkerville during the opening of
Victorian Christmas. She announced that
Barkervilleisto receive 6.7 million dollars
over the next four years towards
infrastructure, which will allow the
replacement of the old water and sewer system
and installation of afire protection system.
Thisis amuch needed and welcomed gift to
Barkerville.



